Batten Surveys

A regional Civic Capital Assessment
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LUrpose

Democracy Matters
. Cltizens have responsibilities
- Public officials have responsibilities
. Communities are collectively responsible

What should we be doing? Working together to define
our future Quality of Life

What will this get us? Regions with healthy civic
capital z are more Economically Competitive

This project aimed to measure the present state of our
civic health
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"Methodology

To assess the civic health of Hampton Roads we looked at:

. Civic values
. Civic skills
. Civic infrastructure

Representative survey of 1,997 adult residents across the
sixteen cities and counties of Hampton Roadg The Batten
Civic Health Survey

Focused interviews with four dozen regional civic leaders
and elected officialsz The Batten Interviews

Focused interviews with a dozen engaged youtly WHRO
Center for Regional Citizenship
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“Assessing)Our Region

Three Big Questions:

. Are Citizens z elected officials, public servants, civic

activists, and citizens generallyz interested, willing, and
ready for civic engagement?

- Is the Information needed for civic engagement
accessible, communicated and sought out?

. Is there a good decision makingProcess in place? Do all
the parties know what to do and when to do it?
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Notat all Don't know
Notvery  interested 204

interested 11%

Interest in participating 8%
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Strong majority are |
somewhat or very
Interested in working
with others to solve
regional issues

.
- Citizens

Very interested
26%._,

Somewhat
interested
43%
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